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"A mi therefore I move that the Nusbaum property be retained in its entirety as a parking lot ; that
the trees on the property be retained as far as possib le;
that any artifacts within the building which the Mu ·
seum of 'eto Mexico deem worth saving be given to
them . . . ."
Th ese were the words wh ich, on the night of August 10, 1960. a pparently sea led the fate of the Nusbaum House, one of the earliest Territorial homes in
anta Fe.
Th e i ' usbaum House, at the intersection of Washington Avenue and ' usbaum tr eet, was built in the
1850's by Solomo n piegelb erg. Wall s and some interior partiti ons are 2'·8" thi ck adobe . The rectangular house, 78 by 48 feet, i set back 55 ' from Washing ton treel. The facade is graced with a Ter ritori al
portal with gently taperi ng square white columns.
About 1900, a second story was added with 1'-8"
thick adobe wall s an d a matchin g portal. Th e property, which extends 180' behi nd the house, has ma ny
trees, the lar gest of which are between the house an d
Washin gton Avenue. Emp ty for the past three yea rs,
the IU baum House had served Sa nta Fe as a boarding house and hotel for the 45 previous years. The
exter ior of the building remind s one of the Th omas O.
Larkin House, 1835, in Monterey.
Herewith is pr esented a chro nicle of the 28 days
pr ecedin g the fateful day of August 10th and subsequent events up to pr ess-time, as rep ort ed in anta Fe's
dail y newspaper , " The Tew Mexican."
J ULY 14. SECOND OFF-STREET PARKI ' G
LOT SET FOR SA 'TA FE THI S YEAR . . . " The
city council last night ap prove d a long-term lease on
the Nusbaum pr opert y immedi atel y adjacent to city
hall on the south, with plans to convert the six-tenths
of an acre lot int o off-street parking capable of accomodating fr om 80-86 cars .
Th e IS- year lease, at a base ra te of 600 a month
with an escalator cla use base d on a cost of living index, becomes effective Aug. 1. It carries an option
for an other 15 years when the fir st term expires . .. .
A large ad obe house, now vacant, will be razed
to make way for the parking lot ...."
JULY 17. Th e fir st two leiters to the editor are
printed. One, express ing " deep regr et," sugges ts that
the building could be used a an office building, city
museum , or expa nded library. Th e second, terming
the city' s p lan s " ill-advised," suggests the building
is mor e valuable than the minute the parking lot
might save motori sts.
J ULY 19. SF STORM OF PROTEST IOUi 'T
OVER RAZI G OF OLD B lLDI G . . . " Follo w·
ing a length ly discussion last night , the Old Santa Fe
Assn . mapped plans to ' do all it ca n to pr eserve th e
old [ ' usbaum] building,' John Gaw Meem, pr esident
of the organization, said toda y. He said a delegation
from th e association was planning to meet this aft er18
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noon with Mayor Leo T. Murphy to pr esent specific
pr oposals for the use of the ' usba um pr opert y ... .
Meem termed the building 'c haracter i tic of the
old Territorial style of an ta Fe.' He said that whil e
the bui lding 'did not have a histor y compara ble to
tha t of the Pal ace of the Governors,' it is a type
which the city's historical zone ord ina nce was design.
ed to include. Its chief historical significance, Meem
said, is its or igin as pa rt of the FI. Marcy military
complex in the Civil \Var period . . . .
'We (the Associa tion ) have been puzzled by the
policy of tear ing down old buil din gs to provide park.
ing space for tourists who come to anta Fe to look
at old bu ildings,' Meem decla red ... ."
J LY 20. OLD FA iT. MAY TACKLE REi TO·
VAT IO T • • • "A tempor ary com prom ise with ' time
for us to see what we can do' came out of a meetin g
yester day afternoo n between city officials and representative of the Old anta Fe Assn... ." Th e Association offers to raise fund s necessar y to restor e the
bu ilding.
SAME DAT E. Editorial :
OL
TO LA ID_
MARK PROBL EM ... " In the case of the [usbaum
pr opert y it now seems clear that Sa nta Fe does not
necessa ri ly face a cho ice between a shady downtown
landmar k an d a parking lot. It can ha ve both .
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Archit ect Robert Pl ellenber g, work ing with the
Old Santa Fe Associati on, ha s drafted pr eliminary
plan s which show how parking for some 60 cars could
be arranged beh ind the old Nusba um building. That
means th at the unique old struc ture could be retain ed
at the cost of decreasin g pa rkin g space only slightly
from the original plan for about 85 veh icle ... ."
J ULY 22. A half-page ad verti sement by the Old
anta Fe Association: NOW IS THE TIME FOR
SA 'TA FE TO PROTECT IT HERITAGE . . .
HER E ARE THE FACTS: " 1. If thi s old Territorial home is removed in favor of a parking lot, the
view for res idents and visitors alike will be over 3
blocks of parking ar eas with unsightly back-sides of
buildings exposed. 2. Santa Fe can still have its
cake and eat it too by building a parking area for
50 to 60 cars instead of 85 in back of the i usbaum
house, thus adding more income to the city th an an
entire parking area could brin g . .. ." Th e ad ended
with a pl ea to writ e or spea k to city councilmen and
to contribute to an escro w fund for the reconditioning
of the building.
J ULY 24. A TA FE FACE CHALLE GE TO
A E N SBA M B ILDI G. Thi s is the headline
of Oliver LaFarge's weekl y column. LaFarge ver y
strongly takes the side of the Association's plan and
asks hi s read ers to make their opinions known and
send in their contributions. He concludes, "This is
our chance to pr ove that the peopl e of Santa Fe can
act as well as pr otest."
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J LY 26. Headline across the top of page one :
22,000 RAI ED I TLAST DITCH FIGHT TO SAVE
1
BA M HOUSE. In thr ee days a urn equal to
the estimate for restoration is raised and a six-member
delegation appears before "an apparentl y unr ecepti ve
city council." After a long discussion, decision is postpon ed until the following night's official council meeting.
J ULY 28. NUSBAUM BUILDI NG DECISION
DELAYEO. A two hour council meeting ends with a
motion to dela y decision until August 10 to " all ow
the city to explore the possibilities of findin g another
a rea near the Plaza for a parking lot" and to give the
Associati on time " to continue its dri ve" and to come
up with a plan for assuming resp onsibility of the city's
lease. There are II speakers pr o and one con. Meem
reads letters from the owners of the histor ic Sena and
Prince buildin gs. Why, they ask, should they continue to preserve buildings which, though important
to the city's touri st tr ade, are uneconomic in themselves when the city govern ment will destr oy a simila r
structure without a second thought ? Meem proposes
that the city sub-lease the building to the associati on
for 300 a month. Attorn ey Ja ck Watson says the
city must "go through channels" before makin g a decision, pointing out that before a permit for demolition is issued in the Historical Zone, it must be appr oved by the City Planning Commission and the
Historical Committee. Repli es the att orn ey for the
city, " The City Council can take whatever action it
wants. The Planning Commission is subordinate to
the council. The council is 'king' and the 'king can
do no wrong.' "

AUGUST 7. A full-page ad by the Old Santa Fe
Association: A T OPEl T LETTER TO TH E CITY
CO
CIL. The facts of the case are reviewed and
the Associat ion now offers to sublease the building
for 350 a month , all owing the city to operate the remaining parking lot on a profitable basis.
SAME DATE. HISTORIC SITES UNIT PROPOSED. The mayor proposes an "historical sites advisory commission to catalog and auth enticate sites
and buildings in Santa Fe ... At the same time, the
mayor said he would recommend that the council proceed with its plans to raze the ushaum building ...
' In the face of the controversy which has ari sen over
the [usba um pr opert y, my recommendation may seem
contradictory; however it is not,' the mayor declared.
'The length y debat e and series of public hearings on
the matter have been manifestati ons of a healthy attitude withi n the community' ...."
SAME DATE. Oliver LaFar ge's column :
USBAUM BUILDI G STR GGLE BRI GS OUT T
IERO S FACTORS. LaFarge notes the great
strength of the " referendum" which was conducted
by the Associati on in terms of hard cash. He concludes : "We ar e warned . . . that if the usbaum
building goes down, we may also lose the Prince and
Sena buildings, which would be a catastrophe. We
can require that new buildings comply with certain
style requ irements. Fine. But pull out all the really
old ones, everything that really backs up the city's
claim to age, auth enticity and a special culture, and
pr etty soon it will look like a mouthful of false teeth,
with a single old molar, the Governor 's Palace, in
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one corner. Nobody, but nobody, will cross the continent ju st to look at a well constructe d set of dentures."
AUGUST 8. USBAUM SITE ONLY SPOT MURPHY SAYS. " Mayor Leo Murphy said today that ' in
thr ee years of surveys and discussions' the city Parking Auth ority found no locati on except the [usba um
building site which would meet downt own pa rkin g
needs within the limit s of the city's finan cial reo
sources .... "
AUGUST 9. PL A JERS ASK COMPROMISE .
Th e City Pl anning Commission, at a special meeting,
votes six to one to recommend that the city council
"g ive all possibl e considera tion to th e Old Santa Fe
Assn. compromise prop osal and to acce pt it if they
can possibl y see their way to do so." Th e story also
qu otes Meem who points out that the new " historic
sites commission" would be a good idea, but no t entirel y necessary, as the Pl anning Comm ission had
alread y reported 26 sites and buildings, including
the Nusba um House, as important. Ano ther re port,
this time by outside p lanners, had specifically men tioned the Tusbaum bu ildi ng as wor thy of preservation.
SAME DATE. Editoria l : WE STILL HOPE F OR
A MIRA CLE.

AUGUST 11. NUS BA M BUILDING DOOMED ;
COUl TCIL U IT ED. After an hour and a half discussion from the crowded meeting hall (of the 16
speakers, 14 favor savi ng the bu ild ing ) , the coun cil
unani mousl y passe s the mo tion quoted at the beginning of this chronicle.
August 12. Letter to the editor: "It is interest ing to speculate what could be behind the demonstration of cultural ignorance demonstrated by the City
Council Wednesday in deciding to demolish the Nusbaum house. In the decision to destory a permanent
landmark for something that is not even a long-term
solution to the long-range park ing problems of the
city, the Council ignored all pleas to reconsider that
a landmark destroyed is gone forever. I t acted with
a stubbarn and somewhat indecent haste . . . . "

August 14, Letter to the editor: " A strange thing
has happened! Under our legally constituted government, officials such as councilmen are elected to represent the inte rests of thei r taxpaying electors. Yet, the
unanimous vote of our city council to raze the Nusbaum building does in no way represent the wishes
of our ci tizens . . . ."
August 19, Letter to the editor: " There is an
old proverb that says, 'A guest for a whi le sees a mile.'
As a guest in your interest ing city I witnessed a
spectacle that was funn ier than any Broadway farce
I have yet seen. A s a resident of New Jersey, 17 miles
from Broodway, I have seen many.
Wednesday evening I attended the meeting of
your council and as soon as I looked at their faces it
was plain to see that whatever decisions were to be
made had already been agreed upon. The call for
citizens to voice their opinions was a mere sop of appeasement to let them 'blow off steam" . . . ..
I t is easy to tear down. To build something worth
seeing is something else again . In 60 odd years I've
never heard of anyone going anywhere to view a parking lot . . . .
Are Santa Fe residents really so lazy they can't
walk a few blocks?"

AUGUST 21. NO LEGAL ACTI ON P LA
ED
BY OSFA TOW. At the annual mee ting of the Old
Santa Fe As ocia tion , Meem says that legal action
would be taken only after other cou rses of action are
exhausted. " During the session , a letter from Mayor
Leo T. Murphy was read, which asked the Association's cooperation in establ ishing a 'historica l sites
commission' to help determine which bui ldings here
are wor thy of preservation. Fo llowing the reading,
one of the memb ers stood up and labeled the letter
'sh eer hypocrisy', a comment which brought loud applause from the other members."
AUGUST 22. Under a pho tograph of a sign inscribed, "Fu ture Home of Ye Olde Historical Parking Lot Founded MCMLX " - "BIG SIG J. The sign
shown ab ove was left sometime Friday night in front
of the ' lIsba um building on Washington Ave., which
-continued on page 23
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continued from page 20 NUSBAUM

DESERT CERAmiC
CORPORATIOn ·

is to be raz ed and co nverted to a parking lot b y the
city. Th e sign mea sured a bo ut four feet b y eight feet,
and re ted on a sturd y wood en frame."
A G ST 24. Legal ad verti ement, ection 1, dvertisement for Bids. " Mun icipa l Parking Lot at 1 usbaum tr eet and Wash ingt on Avenu e, Phase 1. Th e
City Counc il of th e Cit y of anta Fe, [ew Mexico
will recei ve sea led bids for the remova l and di posal
of buildi ng on the pr op osed Municipal Parking lot
on th e Southeast corner of Wa hingt on Avenu e and
JTusbaum treet . . . "

from

P HONE

PO S T
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AUG ST 30. TO BLOCK DEMOLITIO . " The
Old anta Fe Assn. notified the ma yor and the city
counc il today it will file a co urt suit asking a writ of
mandamus to block th e proposed demo lition of th e
Nusbaum b uil ding . . .

3 .. S 7 . 2

B OX

4086

Th e legal poin t which the OSFA hopes to have
decid ed b y the action is wheth er the city counc il must
foll ow the p rocedures established by city ordinance
or wheth er it is legally 'supreme' and thus ab le to b ypa ss the e procedures . . ..

A L B U Q U E R Q U E . NE W ME X ICO

In hi s lett er to city off icials, Meem again asked
the co unc il to rever e its deci ion to tear down the
old building and stated that the Association' offer
till tands to pa y 350 monthl y as our share of the
600 monthl y lease for the right to rest or e th e bui lding . . . . "
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EPT EM BER 1. CO
CIL LAM DOOR OJ T
PLEA -O AF FILE
IT TO DELAY RAZI C
OLD
SBA M HO
E. " The Old Santa Fe Assn .
toda y ca rr ied its battl e to save th e old [usbaurn bu ilding to the courts, aft er the cit y counc il last ni ght
sla mmed the door on the 0 FA requ est for a stay of
exec ution for the str ucture on Wa shington Ave.

As expected, an alternative writ of mandamus
wa obtained this morning by the Association and its
pr esid ent , J ohn Caw leem, from Dis t. J udge James
Scarborough refraining th e city from tear ing down
the [ usb aurn bu ilding.
The writ, whi ch names the city, Mayor Leo Mur·

phy, councilmen, Bui lding Inspector Mel Hagman

FOR
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CONCRETE
BLOCKS
CALL OR SEE

WESTERN
EMPIRE
BUILDERS
SUPPLY
1802 CERRILLOS RD .
SANTA FE, N . M .
YUCCA 2 -2646
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and Cit y Mgr. Marion Sebastian, directs th em ' to perform their duties in accordance with controlling
statute and ordinances' and to obtain or acquire an
app lication for a permit and to submit it to the H istorica l St yle Committee and the P lanning Commission.
In add itio n to refr ai ni ng th e city from demolition, the wri t also refra ins constructing on th e proper ty ' until a pe rm it is gran ted' or ' to show cause' at 2
p.m., ept. 13, in the courthouse here why th e city
should 'not do so an d why the writ shou ld not be made
permanent.'
Th e council last night, on the motion of A lderman Orlando Fernandez, voted unanimous ly to fo llow th rough with pl ans for razing the structu re to
ma ke r oom for a second m un icipal parking lot at th e
locat ion adjacent to city hall .. ..
Meem requ ested th at th e council hold up demolit ion of the old adobe building until a planning
N M A, September· October, '60

g rou p, alread y engage d to draw up a ma ster plan for
th e city ca n co mplete a study and subm it a rep ort as
to th e fea sibility a nd va lue of a parking fa cility at th e
Was h ing to n Ave. location.
Th e Association spo kes man eve n offered to p a y
th e ren t ( 600 mo nthly under th e lease a rra ngement )
during the peri od it would tak e to com plete th e
s tudy ... ."
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20 . Edito rial: CITY HALL FORGE T A LE SON . " Those who ma ke up San ta Fe's
so lid ly Democr ati c city admin istration seem to have
forgo tte n a lesson resid ents of thi s tow n once ta ught
th e Republican P arty.
Th e lesson was th at Sa nta Fe
a te an arroga nt att itu de a t th e city
Th e Republica ns learned th e ha rd
from th e city hall for a decade by
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citizens will tol erh all on ly so long.
wa y, be ing ex iled
fed-up vo te rs . . .

P. O. Box 86
Ph. CHopel 2-0246
Office at Brick & Tile Works
5 Miles South on Second Street
Albuquerque, New Mexico

Th e g r im-ja wed determinati on of th e Ma yor and
City Co uncil to build a parking lot between City Hall
and th e Creer Bui lding, wheth er th e public lik es it or
not , ha s been a di sturbing thing to wat ch .
In thi s sing le-m inde d drive, th e Ma yor and Co uncil ha ve ignored th e procedures prescribed in the city's
ord ina nces . Th ey have ignored th e recommendati on
of th e Cit y Planning Commission-and th ey h ave ignored ex pres sio ns of public op inion whi ch have ind ica ted ove r whe l ming publ ic di sapproval of th e proj ect.

MISSION

Wednesday nigh t' s performan ce of th e co unc il
was th e low point of thi s entire affa ir.
We ca n think of no possible expla na tio n o r ex c use for th e co unc il's summa ry rej ect ion of a prop osal
by J ohn Caw Meem th at dem olition of th e old N usbaum bui lding and clearing of th e parking lot be postp on ed until com p letion of a co m prehe nsive city pl an nin g study now bein g made . .. .
Th e good sense of dela yin g co nstruction of a cit y
p arking lot until com p letion of a study to determine
where such lots sho uld be locat ed is obv ious, to say
th e lea st. Wh y el se spe nd 60 ,000 for such a pl anning
rep ort ?

Look for this shield displayed by leading
plumbing, heating and air conditioning
dealers and homebuilders in New Mexico.
It's The Sign Of Pre-Eng ineered Excellence

Mem ber s of th e Plannin g Com m iss ion ha ve ser ious doubts a bo ut th e usbaum location. Th ey qu estion whether it is large eno ug h to be eco no mically
feasible. T he y question th e wisd om of locating th e
lot with its entrance -exit on Wa shingt on Avenue in th e
block that already produces on e of th e city's worst
traffic jams every afternoon. Th ey qu esti on th e wisdom of loca ting th is lot , whi ch ca n only fur th er serve
to slow t raffic, immediate ly adjoining the eme rge ncy
exits of th e po li ce and fire departmen ts.
In th e earl y stages of locating thi s seco nd muni cipal parking lot, city officials made it cl ear that
th er e was no particu lar hurr y and that it was intended
more to satisfy future demands than c urrent needs.
Wh y th e hurry now? Why do esn 't the counc il
want to wait for co m pletion of the cu rre nt planning
study?"

BROWN PIPE & SUPPLY
Albuquerque-Farmington--Santa Fe

MANUFACTURERS OF

Asphalt Roofing
WHICH MEET FEDERAL AND
ASTM SPECIFICATIONS
Now featur ing the new
locking tab shingle with the
"break - 'n - half" feature

ROOFING PRODUCTS, INC.
1621 Williams St. SE- CH 3-5619
Albuquerque, NewMexico

- to be continued
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A rchatex Sunbar
S olar S creen
Available in four matte
glazes, white, brown,
tu rquoise and yellow
and in four beautiful
shapes. An easy, inexpensive
way to get some
unusual effects in both
interiors and exteriors.

Samples on request

Armco STEELOX wall poneIs ond structural members are at tractively and functionally blended with brick and wood in
this school building at Middleton, Ohio.
Armco steel buildings and prefabricated
units provide the architect with a new
freedom in design.

Bordenave Construction Co., Inc.
P. O. Box 1402
Albuquerque, N. M.
CHapel 3-2882
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New Mexico Mar ble & Tile Co.
New Mexico's Oldest
and Largest Til e Cont ractors
414 2nd St. SW- CH 3-5541
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NEW, FREE TELEPHONE SE RV ICE FOR ARCH ITECTS,
CONTRACTORS, BUILDERS
We'll Run Concealed Telephone Wiring In The Homes You're
Building At No Cost To You Or Your Client
Concealed Telephone Wiring -

run during construct ion to any number of locations

in a home where telephones might eventually be needed - is now yours for the
asking. That 's right. We' ll send an installe r to your jobs - big or small - to include this ext ra featu re at no cost to you or your cl ient. I f you ore int erested, just
cal l the Telephone Business Office in your communit y.

LAVALITE ® Illasonry units
One of th e superior concrete products available f rom Edgar D. Otto
Son, New Mexico's oldest and largest manufacturer of concrete
masonry products.
Any concrete product is only as good as the care used in maki ng it . For
over twenty years, Edgar D. Otto & Son ha s emphas ized quality in
design and manufacture.

&

LAVALITE® masonry uni ts are prod uced by the exclusive Unimex
process whi ch assures you of the highest standards of ... durability .. .
dimensional stability ... uniformity of texture.

®T.M. Reg. U.S. Pat. Off.
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I~::J DGAR D.IIII TTO

SON, Inc.

MANUFACTURERS OF SUPERIO R CONCRETE PRODUCTS
2700 S.cond 51. SW • P.O . 80 1 387 • A lb uquorq uo. N. M.
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